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Ted Talk Review 

Prejudice is a persisting problem in the world despite the many movements for societal 
awareness throughout our history. While many of these movements have been successful in legally 
reconciling the consequences of this problem, they often fail to affect personal change because they 
don't target the root of the problem, the ways we interact with and internalize the massive amounts of 
information we receive each day. African author Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie addresses this mental side 
of the issue in her speech, "The Danger of a Single Story", at TEDGIobal 2009 that explains with the 
eloquence expected from an award winning author how making assumptions based on incomplete 
information, or incomplete "stories", can tear down and dehumanize an entire group of people. 
Although her main point was clearly stated in the exposition of her presentation, it was not 
communicated as powerfully as it could have been. 

Adichie begins her speech by stating that she wants to share "the danger of a single story" and 
entering an anecdote explaining the stories she first wrote as a young child. She uses this story of her 
childhood to illustrate ignorance to the greater picture and then explains the enlightenment she felt 
when she learned of African literature. She then spends three more minutes describing examples of 
"single story" encounters in her life before describing how the single story effectively dehumanizes a set 
of people by reducing them to a single aspect. Adichie then describes how the root of the problem is the 
pop culture depictions of African society present in America and declares the beginning of Western 
negativity towards Africa starts with the colonization of the continent in the 1500s. Her final point is that 
the single story is an exercise of power; the dominant culture is defining an ethnic group how they see 
fit without giving full information, declaring that when stories are complete they can be used to 
empower a nation rather than tear it down. 

It would be impossible to analyze this presentation without determining the efficacy of her 
storytelling. As an author, it makes sense that this technique is the crux of her speaking style, and 
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although it is very effective in building audience engagement in the exposition, it becoms distracting 
later in the speech. In the exposition, she used vivid descriptions that metaphor the African child to 
allow the audience to emotionally "experience" and to build a connection with the audience. The stories 
are concrete examples the audience can quickly grasp. Furthermore, her prose in the exposition weaves 
seamlessly between storytelling and drawing connections to her main point which creates a very natural 
feeling. The storytelling becomes distracting at 9:37 when the ratio of storytelling to connections 
becomes skewed toward the former. Also, the stories begin to repeat information offered by earlier 
anecdotes and talk primarily of African achievements. Although, this was an attempt at bringing 
enlightenment to the audience by filling in the African story with concrete examples, it effectively 
disengages the audience by making it feel more about Adichie and her nation rather than appealing to 
the audience. 

The second slight failure of Adichie was her lacking visual performance. Adichie's presentation 
was very long and had many parts that obstructed the clarity of her main point. A PowerPoint would 
have served to engage the visual learners of the audience while allowing her to clearly reinforce the 
main points of her presentation. It also may have served to more effectively augment her memory than 
reading from the podium and would have allowed her to interact with the audience more dynamically 
via changing position on the stage. Furthermore, Adichie's body language was weak in the beginning, 
but improved during the performance. During her exposition she showed very little reaction to the 
audience's laughter which made it seem like she wasn't engaged with the audience. Also, her tone of 
voice didn't change depending on the context. This makes it difficult to discern the main points of her 
speech without a transcript. One redeeming quality of her visual performance was her use of imagery in 
her stories which did serve to compensate for some aspects of the missing visuals. 

Despite these small failures, Adiche's presentation was still well received by the audience 
because of her expert use of style and arrangement. Miss Adichie is naturally engaging because her 
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mastery of the English language allows her to choose the right combination of words to make each 
message interesting and easy to understand. Even though the use of her style wasn't maximally 
effective because she didn't fully consider the purpose of each anecdote, the general sentiment of her 
argument was conveyed. This sentiment was simple and created emotional ties to the audience making 
it more likely to be memorable. Also, her development of the main point using logical ordering, such as 
illuminating the base of the problem first and describing its ramifications in terms of power and 
responsibility later, showed definite thought to arrangement and served to send a complete message to 
the audience. 

Overall, I think Adiche effectively used rhetoric to convey her main point and supporting 
evidence and to create a lasting emotional response in the audience despite her few shortcomings. This 
speech is a testament to her dynamic speaking ability and ability to think carefully about the 
organization of her message. I would definitely recommend this video for a study of rhetoric because 
there are few speakers that can match the storytelling skill of Adiche and the way she uses her 
storytelling to support her points. Furthermore, "The Danger of a Single Story", shows that even in the 
case of some rhetorical shortcomings, a message can still be effectively delivered by focusing on 
creating an engaging and simple message. 



